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An English-bred chieftain.
[Sept. 4
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 4.
My endeavours to rouse the English-bred Chieftain1, ir whose house we were, to the feudal and patriarchal feelings proving ineffectual, Dr. Johnson this morning tried to brinj him to our way of thinking. JOHNSON. ' Were I in youi place, Sir, in seven years I would make this an independent island. I would roast oxen whole, and hang out a flag a: a signal to the Macdonalds to come and get beef and whis key.' Sir Alexander was still starting difficulties. JOHN SON. ' Nay, Sir ; if you are born to object, I have done witl you. Sir, I would have a magazine of arms.' SIR ALEXAN DER. ' They would rust.' JOHNSON. ' Let there be men tc keep them clean. Your ancestors did not use to let the! arms rust2.'
We attempted in vain to communicate to him a portior of our enthusiasm. He bore with so polite a good natun our warm, and what some might call Gothick, expostulations on this subject, that I should not forgive myself, were I tc record all that Dr. Johnson's ardour led him to say.—Thi: day was little better than a blank.
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1 Mr. Carruthcrs, in his edition of Boswell's Hebrides, says (p. xiv) —' The new management and high rents took the tacksmcn, or large tenants, by surprise. They were indignant at the treatment they re ceived, and selling off their stock they emigrated to America, In tb twenty years from 1772 to 1792, sixteen vessels with emigrants sailei from the western shores of Inverness-shire and Ross-shire, containing about 6400 persons, who carried with them in specie at least ^38,400 A desperate effort was made by the tacksmen on the estate of Lon Macdonald. They bound themselves by a solemn oath not to offe for any farm that might become vacant. The combination failed o its object, but it appeared so formidable in the eyes of the " English bred chieftain," that he retreated precipitately from Skye and ncvc afterwards returned.'
3 Dr. Johnson seems to have forgotten that a Highlander goin| armed at this period incurred the penalty of serving as a commoi soldier for the first, and of transportation beyond sea for a seconi offence.    And as for 'calling out his clan,' twelve Highlanders and bagpipe made a rebellion,   WALTER SCOTT.
SUNDAYlife.' III. p. 198. The last of Rowlandsou's Caricatures of Boswcll's 'Journal is entitled Revising for the Second Edition. Macdonald is represented as seizing Boswcll by the throat and pointing with his stick to the Journal that lies open at pages 168, 169. On the ground lie pages 165, 167, torn out. Boswcll, in an agony of fear, is begging for mercy.
